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(b) Subject to any restrictions appli-
cable under paragraph (a)(3)(i) of this 
section, an employee who qualifies as a 
lower-income employee under the 
agency’s child care subsidy program is 
eligible to receive a child care subsidy 
for the care of each child under age 13 
or, in the case of a disabled child, 
under age 18. 

§ 792.204 Agency responsibilities; re-
porting requirement. 

(a) Before funds may be obligated as 
provided in this subpart, an agency in-
tending to initiate a child care subsidy 
program must provide notice to the 
Subcommittees on Financial Services 
and General Government of the House 
and Senate Appropriations Commit-
tees, as well as to OPM. 

(b) Agencies must notify the commit-
tees referred to in paragraph (a) of this 
section and OPM annually of their in-
tention to provide child care subsidies. 
Funds may be obligated immediately 
after the notifications have been made. 

(c) Agencies are responsible for 
tracking the utilization of their funds 
and reporting the results to OPM in a 
manner prescribed by OPM. 

(d) OPM will produce a biannual re-
port on agencies’ use of the authority 
to pay child care subsidies; however, 
OPM will collect annual data from the 
agencies. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 80 FR 75786, Dec. 
4, 2015, § 792.204 was amended by removing 
paragraph (d) and revising paragraph (c), ef-
fective Jan. 4, 2016. For the convenience of 
the user, the revised text is set forth as fol-
lows: 

§ 792.204 Agency responsibilities; reporting 
requirement. 

* * * * * 

(c) Agencies are responsible for tracking 
the utilization of their funds and reporting 
the results to OPM at such time and in such 
manner as OPM prescribes. 

§ 792.205 Administration of child care 
subsidy programs. 

(a) An agency may administer its 
child care subsidy program directly or 
by contract with another entity, using 
procedures prescribed under the Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulations. Regard-
less of what entity administers the pro-
gram, the Federal agency is responsible 

for establishing how eligibility and 
subsidy amounts will be determined. 

(b) An agency contract must specify 
that any unexpended funds will be re-
turned to the agency after the contract 
is completed. 

§ 792.206 Payment of subsidies. 

(a) Payment of child care subsidies 
must be made directly to child care 
providers, unless one of the following 
exceptions applies: 

(1) In overseas locations, the agency 
may pay the employee if the provider 
deals only in foreign currency. 

(2) In unique circumstances, an agen-
cy may obtain written permission from 
OPM to pay the employee directly. 

(b) An agency may make advance 
payments to a child care provider in 
certain circumstances, such as when 
the provider requires payment up to 
one month in advance of rendering 
services. An agency may not make ad-
vance payments for more than one 
month before the employee receives 
child care services except where an 
agency has contracted with another en-
tity to administer the child care sub-
sidy program, in which case the agency 
may advance payments to the entity 
administering the program as long as 
the requirements in § 792.205(b) are met. 

PART 831—RETIREMENT 

Subpart A—Administration and General 
Provisions 
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